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I Introduction

UTAKI forest is sacred site in Okinawa, and it had maintained very rich ecosystems
before. UTAKI is told a tomb of a pioneer and long history ever since the village had
cultivated. Shape of UTAKI is space of forest, stones or a spring. Before inhabitants was
forbid to enter UTAKI. So UTAKI forest was handed down as a virgin forest. Until now
the grove of the village shrine (sacred sites) was searched various places in Japan. It
was referred very importance place to conserve biodiversity at low ground. In the same
way UTAKI is very importance place. But UTAKI forest was destroyed and isolated by
developing a residential place or farmland and declining their custom. Moreover
ecological value of UTAKI forest did not become clear. To conserve UTAKI forest, it is
necessary to research in detail from the point of view of plant ecology, and we must clear

the ecological value of UTAKI forest to conserve.

I Study Sites

i. I divide UTAKI forest in Nago city
in forest type by the use of the data
(Sinzato 1979)

ii . To survey vegetation in detail, I put

a quadrat at 5 UTAKI forest in east
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virgin forest, a farm in the past, developed place in the past, afforestation of pine land,

coppice.

III. Results and Discussion

UTAKI forest and some plant community at Oura village was dividing 9types by
cluster analysis. In the many plot, pioneer plant distributed, so these plant community
is place on the early or middle grade succession. I suppose the cause is some disturbance
(human impact or natural factor).

By the Forest composition of species and structure of UTAKI forest in the east of Nago
city (5plots), UTAKI forest was disturbed by human impact. To clear the cause of
disturbance it is necessary to cultural research.

In Oura village, comparing in detail between UTAKI forests and surrounding plant
community, deference of community structure and dynamics was cleared. Surrounding
plant community is place on the early or middle grade succession and various type of
plant community was made up of the geographical conditions of a location. Basal Area
(BA) is an index of biomass. Value of BA and number of species is the biggest at UTAKI
forest and the smallest at developed place. Mitrastemon yamamotoi Makino that is
valuable species distribute at UTAKI forest and Sus scrofa riukiuanus Kuroda may be
depend on UTAKI forest to get food. At that point of view, UTAKI forest is very importance place
to conserve biodiversity. About Oura UTAKI forest, to protect from human disturbance, we must

draw up a plan of conservation of UTAKI forest.



