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I Introduction

In tandem with increased development and industrialization within China,
environmental deterioration has become a serious and pressing issue. Recently, in
addition to the well-known environmental impacts of industrial development, pollution
produced through the practices of everyday life has also become an increasingly acute
problem. In response to these complicated environmental problems, people throughout
China have demanded the reformulation of environmental policies. In order to improve
environmental conditions in China, environmental education is an indispensable
measure. Since 1996, the Chinese government has promoted the “Green School” project,
which is a key project of environmental education in schools. This project has been
advanced and developed throughout the Chinese public school system. At present, over
25,000 schools are actively participating in this project. Indeed, owing to the
government’s heavy focus on this program, Green Schools have become nearly
synonymous with environmental education efforts in China. In recognition of the
overwhelming importance of this program, this study aims to investigate the historical

development and current status of the Green School project in China.

I Method

In order to clarify the development of the Green School project, past research about
Chinese environmental policies and education, Green School planning documents, and
the writings of a former director of environmental policy were collected and examined.
In addition, interviews with employees of the national as well as local governments
were conducted. More specifically, to reveal the current status of government and
schools, I conducted interviews with government workers and the principals of schools

taking part in the project.

II Results and Discussion

(1) The position of the Green School project in national and provincial administration
To understand the current position of the “Green School” project, I first examined the

evolving social context in which environmental and environmental education policies

have been developed in China over the last four decades. To briefly summarize, the

results of this analysis indicate that merely educating environmental technicians and

managers 1s not sufficient to resolve the new environmental problems caused by

pollution from everyday life. Instead, the education of citizens is highly necessary, if this
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(2) The current status of the Green School project in government and schools

Planning documents indicate that both the Department of Education and
Environment are responsible for the Green School project, the results of this analysis
indicate that the most government policies are actually conducted through the
Department of the Environment, similar to past forms of environmental education in
China. In contrast, the Department of Education only promotes the project, and
connects the Department of Environment to the schools. In each school, the main
approach to environmental education is to make the physical structure of the school
more environmentally friendly and decrease pollution, in short, to make the school
greener. In general, these efforts are approached on a piecemeal basis.

However, the "Green School" project does not operate exactly as its promoters
intend. The project aims for students to gain knowledge about the environment f
rom all subjects and then use this knowledge to improve the environment of the
ir school, thereby progressing environmental awareness and the action of student
s. Subsequently, this is expected to promote environmental awareness and action

in the community. Thus, the current approach at schools is actually quite remo
ved from the ideal process of environmental education.

While most of the schools recognize that the aim of the project is to improve
environmental awareness and the action of students (Figure 2), the account of the
deficiencies of the schools approaches indicates that schools do not have the knowledge
and concrete measure about environmental education (Figure 3). It is thought that the
background of this status at schools is that the educational administration does not

support schools with knowledge and measures about environmental education.
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IV Conclusions Figure 2 Focus of the project c Figure3 Future Theme

The Green School project is expected to have a big influence not only in schools but
also on society. However, the current approach at schools remains quite far from the
expected results of environmental education. To correct this state, the government

must support schools with knowledge and measure about environmental education.



