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Introduction
In Japan, the aesthetic and amenity values of rural landscapes normally receive the greatest amount
of attention. However, these landscapes also serve as important components of regional identity. As
important threads in the fabric of regional identity, rural landscapes contribute to people’s sense of
belonging to a particular place and community and enrich the mental well-being of local residents.
Accordingly, rural landscapes should not only be evaluated in terms of their aesthetic and amenity
values, but must also be considered in terms of their importance to regional identity. To accomplish
this task, it is imperative that we develop new frameworks for evaluating rural landscapes. This
study examines rural landscapes with greenhouses as regional identity in the area around
Kumamoto City, Japan. In the area surrounding Kumamoto City, greenhouses are an important
feature of agricultural production as well as the agricultural landscape. For people who grew up in
greenhouse covered landscapes, these man-made structures may not only be seen as important
agricultural facilities but also as critical components of regional identity. Therefore, this study aims
to evaluate these greenhouse covered landscapes as regional identity. More specifically, this study
follows three interrelated paths of inquiry; it aims to (1) identify which groups of people consider
greenhouses to be important to regional identity, (2) reveal how strongly people associate
greenhouse landscapes with regional identity and, finally, (3) examine different people’s
impressions and perceptions of these greenhouse landscapes.

Study Sites and Methods
This study takes the area around Kumamoto City, Japan as its study area. This area is richly
cultivated with watermelons and melons and
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Result

(1) Groups which positively evaluate greenhouse as regional identity

The mean score of greenhouses as regional identity were calculated and analysis of variance was
performed to identify between-group significant differences. Figure 1 shows the mean difference in
scoring between target groups. Former residents highly evaluated greenhouses as regional identity
and there was found to be a significant difference between former residents and other groups.

(2) The characterization of greenhouses as regional identity in rural landscape

Tukey Multiple Comparison analysis was performed to identify the characterization of greenhouses
as regional identity in rural landscape. The results of this analysis indicate that former residents
highly evaluated greenhouses as regional identity and dry fields and fruit farm without any
significant difference between these landscape features. Current residents moderately evaluated
greenhouses as regional identity, while visitors did not strongly identify greenhouses as regional
identity.

(3)Perceptions and impressions of greenhouses

Through interviews with current and former residents, their perceptions and impressions of
greenhouses were identified. Current residents most often recognized greenhouse landscapes as
“ordinary features of everyday life”. While former residents also described greenhouse landscapes
as “ordinary”, this ordinariness was not seen as a part of everyday life but more commonly
elaborated in terms of greenhouse landscapes as “symbols of the nostalgic past” and
“representative feature of native-place [furusato]”.

Discussion
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