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At the end of the 19™ century, the reaction against French Impressionism in the British art
world was twofold. Firstly, the reaction was highly Francophobic, and was rooted deeply in the
discourse of degeneration as French Impressionism provoked a sense of fear for neurotic
exhaustion of the metropolitan life. On the other hand, there was New English Art Club, a group
of independent artists who chose to train themselves in France denying the “rear-guard” British
Royal Academy of Art; yet in spite of their apparent antipathy toward the Academy at the
beginning, such artists among New English as George Clausen at the head of the list were
absorbed into the system of the Academy around the turn of the 20™ century. It was because the
simplified images of agricultural life that they painted satisfied the viewers’ idyllic imagination.
And their paintings were partly contiguous to those of the Academy landscape painters who
preceded them, in their way of treating rural scenes as “illusions” which they believed to be free

from any cultural change and untainted by ever-increasing city population and its degeneration.
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