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This paper is to review the empirical literature in L2 reading research in the last 20 years
and to discuss both the advantages and disadvantages of the schema theory in L2 reading
research. No doubt remarkable progress was made in L2 reading research in the 1980s in that
psycholinguistic perspectives pointed out that reading is not a passive activity but an active one
in which the readers interact with the texts activating their own schemata, knowledge structures
available in the long-term memory. It is true that many researchers, following the schema
theory, have reported that the interaction between the text information and the readers' relevant
knowledge leads to successful comprehension. In L1 reading research, however, it has been
reported that the readers' prior knowledge occasionally disturbs their comprehension of the texts,
and this kind of problem has never been reported in L2 reading research. In addition,
inconsistent use of the terminology in L2 reading study, such as background knowledge, prior
knowledge or world knowledge, is rather confusing. The aim of this paper is to clarify the

definitions of these terms as well.
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