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unWesternized, orally-transmitted music which is still, to the best of my knowledge, the most popular type of music in this country.
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Since then, until fairly recently, it developed along predominantly German and Italian lines.
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circular path, so that the end of the last curve returns to the starting point at A. This graph or curve seems visually complex but is fun-

damentally more realistic than the European graph ... ‘=’
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naments, vary. This does not necessarily mean that the musician who does not use variation is a bad one; he is a passive holder of tradi-
tion. The musician who makes good variations is, on the other hand, a creative contributor to the tradition. He makes it grow and de-
velop. ... Perhaps the most important aspect of sean-nds singing is what I call the “Variation Principle”. Tt is not permissible for a
sean-nds singer to sing any two verses of a song in the same way. There must be a variation of the actual notes in each verse, as well as

])

a variation of thythm, (&
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FBECIHNIPNNR-2 Q%0 480° KO —NIEHK H48 5 ° Irish music ... is essentially a solo effort, a matter of the

individual player or singer giving free rein, within the limits of the art, to his own musical personality. It is not a group activity. ‘=’
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RSO\ B QA 080 Q (48 O W HE4%.048 5° A keystone of traditional music ... It must not, therefore, flog away all the

iz

time, with all the instruments going at once, like present-day ceili bands. Ideally, it would begin by stating the basic skeleton of the tune
to be played; this would then be ornamented and varied by solo instruments, or by small groups of solo instruments. The more varia-

tion the better, so long as it has its roots in the tradition, and serves to extend that tradition rather than destroy it by running counter to
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Most of these pipes are fairly primitive things, folk-instruments for the use of peasants, to play their simple folk-music. These humble
instruments have only their prehistoric origin in common with the Irish uilleann pipes, a complex and sophisticated instrument. (%)
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struments most suited for playing should be represented.... As for drums, the modern notion of using a jazz drum-kit is entirely out of
tune ,S,E Irish music. Their sound is coarse and without subtlety. But I think that our native drum, the bodhrdn, whose history goes
back well in pre-Christian times, would be very suitable. '’
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AL 0 VI EE OV 5508 480° The most direct means of expression in music is the human voice. For Irish music, next
— in varying degrees —— come those instruments that most closely approach the personal expression of the human voice. The
fiddle is ideal; the player is in complete contact with his instrument; the notes do not exist until he makes them, and his tone is a com-
pletely individual thing, differing from another fiddle-player’s tone as much as one voice differs from another. This is also true, to

varying extents, of the uilleann pipes, the flute, and the whistle.... they are masters of the notes; they control them, varying their loud-
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ness and their softness, their tone-quality and even their intonation. ‘*’

QRO REUAOUSRY M SIIKOEHB<ECHE LSO v OHIHwiKb X" <ECHRIVLLHO
31456 2 rQ I = REIH © S ) SHKEM RGBS D 57 U S VR0 r - SRR U O W AN
R AL RRIIAAUTE T N F — N - N KRR UESO8 5% M — N - N\ X sean-nés A 5o IEKS IR 41513
et ) RO O R0 N =N - NIV REMER N AT s A=A A [HR] SREUR
01000 VDL RIFEUS 1 5100° A - T NI QHP 1) € 6RO IR 0 O 80 BRI oL ()
ﬁu‘vwmy./xuNﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%&ﬁg%%éﬁﬁﬁ%Lfwé%ﬁﬁﬁu‘k%irwéooibwuaofvvl
N NK Q SSIIHCH S Q B S-P IR R U W QBT -0 [HURHIHK | wRME O b LIS IR RES RIS S T
100 A6 0 AU HREE L QEEHR-P N & — N - N\ K HHGNEL S AU S EEG IR0 S Pa8e”

D) BGENEE QT VR RO BEN RO OHSEHHEUHS ROV S ORERONDV IS L REE
QRERTEEVI O 510° OUAF — N AKUSOQH K= (N INA L) U Q) UANIE D 5 0
1R R N Q RIS W R D4 VRN 1) -0 s

KO — - HNERKQ IR T RIS 5 W I -0 iKI O 5 0e° WERIHES | 027 RV LT NHITR N T RINN -
HEQHE 4 SEIRE DU S R &N ¥ — N - N KERIEH S D b 4% O Y 5 10240 124810 The tradition of playing
slow airs is unfortunately in decline at present. One reason is that many pipers neither speak nor understand Irish, so that they are un-

acquainted with the sean-nds style of singing. R
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B0 BK# XU 2 2Q° Sean-nds singing demands great skill and technique, and an artistic understanding beyond the demands made on

the average European singer. ()
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5 4« 49rQ° This is because a good deal of each sean-nds song is improvised, and the singer must know how to improvise in the
proper style.
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HEE L VIS B D4R 020 Y R Ut 0 200 © 4800° In sean-nds singing, also, the singer does not
display emotion in the European style; that is to say, he does not use dynamics, he does not sing loudly and again softly for emotional
or dramatic effect. And when we look at this, can we say that such a use of dynamics is a good thing? Sometimes the alternation of
loud and soft singing can, in fact, distract attention from the actual music. The sean-nds singer does otherwise. His tone of voice re-
mains level and even; moments of intensity are portrayed either by an increase in the oraments or by stripping the line to its stark,
bare essential simplicity.... As the dramatic intensity increases the singer gradually strips off the unessential ornaments until the music
is almost bare. At this point, when ornaments occur, they add weight and strengthen and increase the musical tension to a degree unex-

pected in the use of such simple musical devices. (=)
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place to place; (%
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YU 4 TN IKRG © HIEK © B (I 0 A T~ SR RAVEE Y 5 10° The traditional Irish flute ... is ... the old wooden flute which
was the predecessor of the metal flute nowadays used by European musicians.... the European concert flute tends toward the metallic,
the impersonal. The personal, subjective tone of the traditional Irish flute makes it an ideal instrument for its purpose, capable of de-

scribing the complex arabesques of the most sophisticated orally-transmitted music on earth. (p.60)
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the accordion-player ... does not make the notes .... He has only to press a button and pull or push the bellows....
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% 1)05% Q L 46 +0° For this reason alone, if not for any other, the use of the accordion as a solo instrument in Irish traditional music

is to be deplored. ¥’
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HEIRE SO N v BRIV NN A0 VT RS R O O D48 O & 50¢° The use of the piano to accompany
traditional fiddle-playing is unfortunately prevalent...
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XU) IR SEREENUY & Ow6.0° | a piano accompaniment, even the best possible, and harmonically correct, detracts from and
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confuses it.
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+~° I think, also, that a harp played in the traditional fashion would lend an edge, and occasional touches of harmony, to this ideal band.
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