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I. Background and Purpose of Research

In recent years, rural communities have become increasingly concerned with the
homogenization and loss of regional characteristics of rural landscapes. For the
development of the landscape conservation measures that reflected regional characteristics,
it is often that the participation of citizens in the plan stage acts profitably. Citizen
agreements have a number of merits. First, they necessitate consensus building and
agreement. Second, they are locally-based and bottom-up. Finally, they are flexible and
allow for adaptation. However, the citizen agreement has been concluded a lot in the urban
region in particular. The necessity of this measure is pointed out in the rural area, but there
is little number of the conclusion in comparison with the urban region, and there is little
accumulation of the study, too. Therefore, this study aims to clarify the role of the citizen
agreements in conserving regional characteristics of rural landscape through an analysis of
the development of citizen participation. More specifically, this study follows two
interrelated paths of inquiry; it aims to examine (1) characteristics of the citizen
agreements in Azumino City, and (2) the role that citizen agreements serves as by
comparison with the other landscape conservation measures and activities.

II. Study Site and Methods of Study

The study area is Azumino City, Nagano Prefecture. Azumino City is the rural area where
a rice field spreads through backed by the mountains. In this city, 25 resident agreements
have been reached. Azumino City has the highest number of agreements in the nation.

To understand the development of citizen agreements and landscape conservation
measures, the actual agreements and government documents were collected and examined.
In addition, to reveal the current status of the agreements and measures, I conducted
interviews with each agreement’s delegates, activities’ delegates and government officials.
1. Results and Discussion

(1) Characteristics of the citizen agreements in Azumino City

At first, the regulations outlined in citizen agreements were limited to advertising display
control. Later, a number of other focuses were added, including greenery, building control,
aquatic conservation, and heritage conservation. Thus, the documents proceeded away
from an initially limited focus on linear features (e.g. roads) to an area based focus (e.g. rice

paddies). 23 areas focused on by resident agreements are near agricultural lands, while the
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2 other zones of agreements

are near the train station. 5
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Figurel The perspective of the landscape conservation measures
landscape before the

agreement conclusion. In some

agreement zone, planting movement and adopt system are carried out afterwards. In
addition, landscape plans based on the agreements are being devised, and a citizen
committee has been established. Thus, the zones involved in landscape conservation have
spread with the development of the agreements. Also landscape conservation measures
have developed into citizen-based measures apart from government leadership.

(2) The role that citizen agreements serves as by comparison with the other landscape
conservation measures and activities

About the object space, the citizen agreements intends for a district, a village, a route. Law
and the regulations intend city and district municipalities and the metropolis and districts
whole area. An artifact becomes the object in law and the regulations basically. On the
other hand, flowers, trees, and water environment become the object in the citizen
agreements. About the management objects, law and the regulations limit it to an
expensive landscape component of the value such as landscape important buildings and the
important trees. On the other hand, by the citizen agreements, a daily component such as
the ridge of farmland and the fields, the trees and plants of the route, and the irrigation
canal become an object.

In the citizens, there were the persons who participated in for plural measures and
activities related to citizen agreements. Through measure and activity about citizen
agreements, the inhabitants deepen interchange in this way and develop the other
activities.

IV. Conclusion

As a role of the citizen agreements in the rural landscape conservation measures, 4 of the
following were thought about. That the first of the role can deal for the problem of the
individual district flexibly. Second, in the citizen agreements, the maintenance of a daily
landscape component is possible. Third, it can promote citizens participation for the
landscape conservation step by step. Finally, it gives citizens other landscape conservation

measures and activities opportunities, and to be able to give these expanses.
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