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1. Background and Purpose of study

In 2005, the Agency of Cultural Affairs introduced the concept of Cultural Landscape as a new
landscape conservation strategy. At present, nine sites have been designated as important Cultural
Landscapes, and more than fifty local authorities aim to receive cultural landscape designations.
Cultural Landscapes are defined as “distinct geographical areas or properties uniquely
".represent[ing] the combined work of nature and of man.."” (UNESCO 2005). Cultural Landscapes
are different from natural and cultural heritages in two aspects; they have always been altered
according to economic or social changes. The relationship between tangible and intangible
components defines the characteristics of cultural landscapes. Therefore, in order to conserve
Cultural Landscapes, understanding the factors driving landscape transformation and the
relationships between tangible and intangible components are important at the beginning stage of
conservation strategy building. Only through such historical analyses can practical conservation
strategies be proposed. The purpose of this study is to examine the transformation of reed-beds in
Omihachiman, a city on the eastern shore of Lake Biwa, from 1920-2005.

2. Study Area

The study area is the “Suigo” landscape of Omihachiman city. Omihachiman is located on the
southeast shore of Lake Biwa. This area was designated as an Important Cultural Landscape in 2006.
Historically, this city prospered as merchant trading center, taking advantage of its location as a
transportation hub. The study area is located 4 km north from the city center. It consists of the
Maruyama, Shirao and Dainaka districts. In contrast with other areas around Lake Biwa, the study
areas, particularly the Maruyama district, has a long history of reed-production and continues to be
involved in reed-land management and the production of reed-derived goods; however, even in this
area, reed production is in decline and local lifestyles continue to change such that conserving and
managing reed-beds has become complicated.

3. Materials and Methods

In this study, topographical maps from 1920, 1954, 1968, 1987 and 2005, as well as aerial photos
from 1947, 1968, 1987 and 2006 are analyzed to define land uses and their distributions. Also,
historical documents such as “Literary Calendar of Nishikawa Family” and “Cultural History of
Reed-beds” are used to identify the relationship between reed-beds and local residents.

First, this study analyzed the maps and the aerial photos to display the areas and the distributions
of reed-beds from 1920 to 2005 by utilizing ArcGIS 9.2. Second, interviews were conducted to



identify the factors driving reed-bed transformation as well as the relationships between human and
reed-beds from 1920 to 2005. The interviewees were local residents, reed-beds owners and traders,
city officers, and a representative of an NPO involved in reed-bed conservation.

4. Results and Discussion

1) The size of reed-beds has not decreased since World War 11

From 1920-1954, reed-beds disappeared because of temporary land conversion caused by food
shortages during and after World War 11. From 1954-1968, the reclamation of Dainaka Lake and the
river construction of Chomeiji ensured that reed-beds located near the water’s edge disappeared and
alternative artificial island of reed-beds were constructed. From 1968-1987, small sized reed-beds
disappeared because of farm land consolidation. From 1987-2005, reed beds emerged because of
abandonment of paddy fields. Also, reed-beds maintained because of new movements to conserve
reed-beds as biota, cultural assets, or tourism resources. However, even through these physical and
social transformations, the area of reed-beds has remained constant.

2) The relationships between reed-beds and humans have drastically changed from1920 to 2005.

In this area, particularly in the Maruyama district, most local residents had been involved in
reed-production from the medieval period. Three to five families own most of the reed-beds, and
others had worked as reapers, processors, and distributors during the agricultural off-season. In the
Shirao district, people used reed-beds as fertile fishing grounds as well as for making fishing tools.
These relationships have changed because of the decline of reed business, lifestyle changes
influenced by industrial structure, or globalizing economy starting from 1960s.

5. Conclusion

The area of reed-beds has not changed. However, the relationship between reed-beds and humans
has dramatically changed from 1920 to 2005. In order to maintain the landscape of this area as a
cultural landscape, the relationship between reed-beds and humans needs to be carefully
reconsidered. There are two approaches to be considered. One approach is to revitalize the reed
industry. The most prominent reason for decline is lifestyle changes and import of inexpensive reed
products of reed. Therefore, the new usage of reed production is necessary. The other approach is to
provide incentives to local residents or other stake holders to manage the reed-beds by utilizing new
values such as conservation areas of biodiversity, heritage as an important cultural landscape, or
tourism resources. To conserve reed-beds in Omihachiman as cultural landscape, to find the needs
and functions of reed-beds in future society should be keenly considered in the context of revitalizing
the relationship between reed-beds and humans.
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