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(Abstracts in English)

The Genealogy of post-Marxism:
Rethinking Laclau’s Political Theory in the 1970s

Yamamoto Kei

In this paper, I shall elucidate the theoretical genealogy of ‘post-Marxism’ by Ernesto Laclau. As
with Laclau’s political thought characterized by the conception of hegemony and radical democracy, many
papers have been produced on this topic during thie past few decades. However, most of these works have
not paid adequate attention to the source of Laclau’s highly unique sensibility toward politics. In this paper,
I would like to describe the roots of his distinctive political thought, in terms of tracking back to a debate
in the 1970s.

First, I visit the Miliband-Poulantzas debate and show how Laclau stepped into this historically
significant exchange. In particular, I will focus on Laclau’s criticism of Poulantzas here. Then, I examine
how this criticism is reflected in Laclau’s later 1977 work, Politics and Ideology in Marxist Theory. The point
I want to make is that this criticism to Poulantzas was very crucial for Laclau’s formulation of his theory
on ideology and populism. Through these arguments, I want to indicate how Laclau’s works in the 1970s,
which has been dismissed by many critics, play a decisive role in forming his later theoretical position,

‘post-Marxism’.
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