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{Abstracts in English)

Development of land reform and agricultural collectivization
among Chinese Chaoxianzu (1946-1960)

LI Haiyan

This report examines the developmental process of land reform and agricultural collectivization
among Chaoxianzu - one of the main minority groups in Northeast China, the first region where the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) took control after the Second World War. This study has three focuses, which
have not been adequately analyzed in previous studies: 1) Changes in the relationship between land and
Chaoxianzu people after the war, 2) the ethnic relationship between Chaoxianzu and Han Chinese on the
issue of land, 3) political strategies of the government (regional officials and the central government). This
report utilized internal documents from Jilin and Yanbian Public Record Offices, the publications by CCP
(Daily Yanbian), memoirs by accountable executive officers, and memoirs edited by the Chaoxianzu people.
This analysis led to the following findings. The immigrant Chaoxianzu strongly desired land since their
primary means of living was rice cultivation. The Chaoxianzu people actively supported CCP by entering
the military because they were able to gain land for the first time through CCP’s land reform. However,
within 10 years, the distributed land became group-owned (1956) and state-owned (1958). Also, ethnic
contradiction became more apparent not only in cultural aspects, such as languages and traditions, but also
in terms of economic returns through the distribution of land and income. Until 1957, local officials were
basically in charge of exploring solutions to ethnic problems; however, since the Rectification Movement,

the central government started to have tangible direct influences on the regional society of rural Yanbian.
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