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{Abstracts in English)

An Aspect of Industrial Relations under Doi Moi Policy in Vietnam:
The Logic and Activities of the Vietnam General Confederation of
Labour towards the Legislation of the 1994 Labour Code

FUJIKURA Tetsuro

The legislation of the 1994 Labour Code of Vietnam was processed between two lines; one was a
policy line which needed the market-oriented and liberal system of laws suitable for a market economy, the
other was a political line which pursued conservation of the socialist characters of trade unions.

Then the VGCL and its subordinate unions, which had been under the Vietnam Communist Party’s
leadership, was greatly concerned about unions’ status as workers’ representatives and empowerment of
unions.

Atfirst, although the draft was open for alternative workers’ representatives and was rather restrictive
of unions’ empowerment, the VGCL responded positively to it. However, confronted by pressures from
its subordinate unions’ leaders, the VGCL changed its stance and pursued exclusive status of the VGCLs
unions as workers’ representatives and more empowerment of unions. As a result, it conducted a campaign
for amendment to the draft through its official organ.

Finally, the 1994 Labour Code maintained exclusive status of the VGCLs unions as workers’
representatives while it restricted empowerment of unions. Therefore, it meant that the 1994 Labour Code
nominally declared socialist unions’ exclusive status as workers’ representatives but it refused unions’

strong empowerment in the coming market economy.
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