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Kanichi Fukuda (1923-2007) was a professor of politics who taught the history of European political 

thought at Tokyo University. Although he is known in academia for his study of modern European thinkers, 

he wrote many essays and articles on contemporary East Asian countries such as China, South Korea, 

and Japan. The aim of this paper is to focus on his articles regarding political movements in East Asia, 

and emphasizes the close connection between Fukuda’s study of modern Europe and his contemporary 

commitments to East Asia in the 1960s and 70s.

Specifically, this paper examines Fukuda’s interpretation of: (1) The Chinese Revolution led by 

the Communist Party in 1949, (2) The Korean people’s protestant against the normalization of diplomatic 

relations between Japan and South Korea in 1965, and (3) The Japan - U. S. Security Treaty and the Japanese 

people’s opposition to it (known as “the ANPO opposition movement”) in 1960. 

Through these considerations, this paper argues that Fukuda highly valued the spontaneous and 

democratic rise of “nationalism” in the China and South Korea of his own era, and expected to see similar 

democratic prospects in the ANPO opposition movement when it took place in 1960.

Kanichi Fukuda and the Spontaneous Growth of “Nationalism” 
in Postwar East Asia
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