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Characteristics and Challenges of the Relationship between Schools

and Cram Schools from a Social Education Perspective

Shigesato SUZUKI'

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

This article considers the positive significance of targeting cram schools in social education research. First, I
focused on how the relationship between schools and cram schools was described in the previous researches on
school education and pointed out the characteristics of the relationship and their issues. In addition, I considered
how the problem could be overcome from the viewpoint of social education, focusing on the difference between
school education and social education. As a result, it was pointed out that schools and cram schools have been
regarded as conflictual under the binary opposition between the public and private sectors. However, it is
reasonable to think that there are some practices that cannot be interpreted in previous approaches. In this regard,
it is concluded that we can capture new practices by focusing not on by whom but on how publicness is secured,
from the viewpoint of social education.

Keywords: The Relationship between Schools and Cram Schools, Publicness in Education, Privatization in

Education
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