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Ivory figurines excavated from the Moyoro Shell Mound

Ken Takahashi

Ivory figurines of the Okhotsk culture, excavated from the Moyoro Shell Mound, Abashiri city, Hokkaido,
in 1948, are reinvestigated in this report. The objects were recorded by hand-drawing (Fig.2), photography
(Fig.3), and photogrammetry (Fig.4). Specimen No.1 is an anthropomorphic figurine, lacking the head and
the arms. The remaining right breast leads one to interpret this figurine as female. The head may have been
intentionally broken. Specimen No.2 is an ivory object which is quite similar to a pawn piece of the western
game of chess. In the excavation report published in 1964, it was suggested that this ivory object was an
abstract female figurine, but there is not enough evidence for this assumption. Both specimens are made of
sperm whales’ teeth. While Specimen No.1 was found above the shell layer outside the western wall of Pit-
house 10, and belongs to the earlier half of the Chinsen-mon (incised line decoration) period of the Okhotsk
Culture or later, Specimen No.2 was found on the floor of Pit-house 10 and belongs to the earlier half of the
Haritsuke-mon (applique decoration) period.
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