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Trends in the Debate on Politically Driven Educational Reform

-Through an Analysis of the Minutes on Education Policy-

Sota FUKUSHIMA

In the new Courses of Study in Japan, revised in 2017 and 2018, they indicate that not only “what students learn” and “how

they learn” but also “what they will able to do as competencies”. This competency-based curriculum reform is undergoing. On the

other hand, there are some concerns. Firstly, the legalization of educational aims may encourage intervention of political power in

education. Secondary, it may eliminate the diversity of learners by imposing rules on the cultivation of identified values through

education. In order to prevent these concerns from becoming reality, it is necessary to clarify how these reforms were discussed

and promoted. In this paper, I analyzed the minutes of the meetings on education policy using KH Coder to examine the process of

the debate on promoting the educational reform. Specifically, I analyze the meetings of Education Rebuilding Council, the Council

for Revitalization of Education, the Curriculum committee and the Curriculum planning special committee in the subdivision of

elementary and lower secondary education set up by the Central Council for Education.
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