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Research Review on Perceptions of Poverty in Contemporary Japan

Yuji TANAKA

The aim of this paper is to review trends of studies on perceptions of poverty in contemporary Japan. As a result, three research trends

were identified: empirical researches dealing with perceptions of the definition or image of poverty, researches on cognitive mechanisms

of poverty causes or solutions, and critical researches on the “self-responsibility” of poverty. At present, the study on perceptions of

poverty is still in its infancy, and further researches are expected to be accumulated in this area. In my conclusion, I discussed the path of

subsequent research.
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