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A Review of Research on Regional Gaps in College Entrance Rate in Japan

Yoshihiro TAGAITO

The purpose of this paper is to review the sociological studies of regional gaps in college entrance rate in Japan. Prior research about

this topic can be divided into three themes. The first is about how have the level of prefectural gaps been changed over time, the second is

based on the mechanisms of gaps and the third is the effects of higher educational policies on the degree of regional gaps.

Based on the above, this paper notes the need for further research which is related to the three themes. Firstly, not only “inter-prefectural”

but also “intra-prefectural” gaps ought to be discussed in order to grasp the degree of regional gaps comprehensively. Secondly, the factor

of high school education system had better be considered further. Thirdly, post-secondary education policy should also be pursued to

understand the impact of educational policies on regional gaps.
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