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The Co-operation Period of Old and New Higher Education Systems in Postwar Era: A Case Study of Hitotsubashi University

Yumi NOMURA

This paper examines the transition of Japanese higher education during the period between 1949 and 1953. During the postwar era, a

new university education system started and the systems of a prewar university and a postwar university were often operating in a single

campus. There was no significant difference between the old and new universities in terms of the content of courses for they shared the

same syllabi. However, the term length and class registration system were different. Consequently, this distinction led to a difference

between the old and new students.

Through investigating Hitotsubashi University, this study found that the establishment of faculty also restricted students’ learning. This

university was originally a college of commerce, but it divided academic fields and established a new faculty system and became a new

university. While the establishment of faculty helped students pursue specialized subjects much deeper it also had created an aspect of

limiting their learning.
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