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Impact of COVID-19 on American Higher Education—Preliminary Report from the Japanese Perspective in September 2020

Hideto FUKUDOME, Makoto NAGASAWA, Mari KAWAMURA, Naoko SASAKI and Shinichi CHO

In 2020, people’s lives have changed worldwide because of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. In many countries,

the pandemic has had a severe impact on the higher education sector. In particular, American higher education has been severely

affected by the pandemic. Many people consider the American higher education model the gold standard of higher education. It

is necessary to examine why the American model is so vulnerable to the epidemic. We hypothesize that the American model is

particularly susceptible because it utilizes various opportunities that make higher education resourceful and the pandemic suddenly

nullified most of these opportunities. In this preliminary report, we examine the happenings in American colleges and universities

after March 2020 and clarify how the federal government is attempting to financially help these institutions. Subsequently, we

identify two topics that have been forcefully changed by the pandemic. First, almost all colleges and universities changed their

policies to accept international students. Second, the residential life of undergraduate students completely changed suddenly

following pandemic occurrence. Finally, in our second report, we will continue following the happenings in the American higher

education sector during the latter half of 2020.
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US HIGHER EDUCATION: VALUE VS VULNERABILITY
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