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The Exoticism in Konstantin Biebl’s “With the Ships that
Import Tea and Coffee”

Kenichi ABE

This study explores the exoticism in Konstantin Biebl's “With the Ships that Import Tea and
Coffee”. It points out that the poet describes not only his excitement of his journey in Ceylon and
Java, but also his respect for the nature and all the creature such as lizards, toads, etc. It worth
noting that Biebl presents some scenes of colonialism in his poems (Soudni referat, etc.) and proses
(Plancius and The Journey to Java). Biebl reverses his exotic view on the southeastern Asia by
regarding his native land as an exotic place (“On the other side of the world is Bohemia / A beautiful
and exotic land”), this is because he as a Czech, citizen who had no direct relation with the colony,
could have transgressed the stereotyped view on colonial society and presented the unique image

with humor.
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