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L'Etranger in Buenos Aires:

Tomas Eloy Martinez’ El vuelo de la reina

Miyuki Yamada

This paper examines El vuelo de la reina (2002), the fifth novel by an Argentine novelist and
journalist Tomas Eloy Martinez (1934-2010), referring to the two compilations of his journalistic
works published just before and after the novel: El suerio argentino (1999) and Requiem por un pais
perdido (2003), in order to review how his view on Argentine people has been represented in the
characters and structure of the novel.

The first half of the study focuses on the comparisons between two protagonists of the novel,
Camargo and Reina. Each character symbolizes opposite values such as visible and invisible,
orthodox and pagan, center and periphery, and exclusiveness and diversity. As a powerful figure in an
Argentine journalistic world, Camargo seeks for sole reality, while Reina is attracted to the residual,
unwritten, unofficial story and history. Also, their differences are reflected on their attitudes to “the
others”. Reina is aware of minority or marginalized people in the city of Buenos Aires, such as
foreign immigrants and homeless people. On the other hand, Camargo’s view on war refugees from
Kosovo is penetrated with lack of interest and prejudice. The paper points out that Camargo turns
to power and authority to forget his traumatic past, and that his self-reliance has been turned down
mediated by memories and languages.

Taking this structure into consideration, the study refers to Martinez view on post-dictatorship
Argentina, as shown in the above-mentioned journalistic essays. In these essays, based on his own
experiences during and after the exile over the course of the dictatorship, he accuses his compatriots
of their forgetfulness, self-pride and sense of superiority. To forget their roots as descendants of the
immigrants and past tragedies caused from the intolerance to the others can lead to the rise of racism,
leading to the repetition of the historical mistakes. To prevent this, Martinez suggests seeing the other
people’s sufferings as their mirror, as something that recalls their own problems and history.

Regarding these remarks, I conclude that Camargo’s character in El vuelo de la Reina is a
metaphor of present Argentina, and Reina signifies the real state of Buenos Aires which can be
antidote to the former. The hybrid status of Buenos Aires reminds Argentine people of their origins
and works as antitheses to the intolerance and exclusiveness. Through contrastive endings the
characters face, Martinez urges their compatriots to face memory of the country’s past and current
hardships, through looking at the others around them. In addition, the paper considers Martinez' view

on journalism and fiction, and the meaning of his choice of genre.
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