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From Soviet with Love:
Cultural diplomacy in 1960s Japan

Shun’ichiro AKIKUSA

How did Soviet literature factor into the USSR’s Cold War diplomacy in Japan? The
role of Soviet literature in the USSR’s Cold War policies has remained unclear, while some
impressive studies on American cultural diplomacy have appeared since in the 2000s. Such
studies show how the United States had exerted soft power through personal exchange or the
circulation of literary translation in Japan. However, there have been few studies on Soviet
politics in literature, though scholars have established circus, film, and ballet as objects of
Soviet cultural diplomacy. In this paper, I will discuss my preliminary research on the topic of
Soviet cultural diplomacy in the Japanese literary field.

Soviet cultural diplomacy in literature had three basic segments. First, there were
some routes of personal exchange among writers and critics. The Union of Soviet Writers has
regularly dispatched some writers to have a relationship with Shin Nihon Bungaku Kai [New
Japanese Literature Association] and Nihon Bungeika KyOkai [Japan Writers’ Association]
and vice versa. Second, the USSR also provided some financial aid and co-editorship support
to Japanese publications. In 1965, a journal “Sovéto Bungaku [Soviet Literature]” was
launched by Kurotda Tatsuo and RisOsha. The purpose of the journal was to propagate not only
Russian literature but also multiethnic Soviet literature. Third, the USSR made some Japanese
translations of Soviet literature. Soviet publishing companies like Publishing House of Foreign
Books and Progress Publishing House even published a number of Japanese translations of
Soviet literature for propaganda purposes. The cultural diplomacy would attempt to show the

reality of Soviet life and make the Japanese understand the Society social system.

< E (810-18) | 041



