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Vaclav Havel’s Redevelopment and Totalitarianism

Kenichi ABE

In this paper, the author analyzes totalitarian elements in Vaclav Havel’s play Redevelopment,
written in 1987. With Largo Desolato and Temptation, Redevelopment is considered to be one
of his representative works of the 1980s. However, Redevelopment differs from these two plays
in that it is an overtly political metaphor for totalitarianism. The theme of architectural changes
already implies totalitarianism’s policy wherein the discipline of regime takes precedence over
the demand of the people. Therefore, the motif of death comes to the surface of the plot, as Havel
suggests that only a person like the architect Plechanov could really die in the totalitarian regime.
It is also noteworthy that Havel wrote a long gloss of the play in 1988, as if by writing it he would
make amends for the lack of theatrical performance, audience reception, and critical evaluation.
Therefore, totalitarianism casts a shadow not only in the plot but also in the production and

reception of the play.
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