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Kenji Nakagami and Nevsky

On “The Moon and Immortality”

Ryoichi IMAI

In this paper, I analyze Kenji Nakagami’s “The Moon and Immortality” as an appropriation of
Nikolai Nevsky’s essay with the same title, in which the Russian folklorist analyzed a popular
legend of Okinawa, examining the ancient Japanese symbol system. He argued, for example,
snakes symbolize long life since they cast off their old skins to remain “young.” Nakagami’s story
at first glance does not resemble Nevsky’s essay, because the author picked out some elements from
it, rearranged and placed them into the “Western” formula, making a quasi-traditional supernatural
story. However, he gave the story a new twist at the end, comparing the protagonist to the snake
in order to make him “immortal” in the manner of the Nevsky’s essay. Although it means the
author finally appropriates the essay, the point is that it is not voluntary but inevitable. Nakagami
introduced into the story a number of somewhat stereotypical elements and kept shuttling between

them looking for the least worst formula. It is a new method of Nakagami’s after the 1980s.
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