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Creating a Borderless World of a Jewish Language
through an Online Language Program

Satoko KAMOSHIDA

For a minority language, such as Yiddish, it is important to create interactive learning spaces
and to connect teachers and learners of that language scattered all over the world. Since 2014,
the online Yiddish program of the Workmen's Circle in New York has discovered participants
who had been geographically isolated, providing Yiddish classes and connecting them. The
author has taken part in two of them, been gained ideas for her Yiddish classes at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies and the University of Tokyo. Based on Borodulin (2017; 2018)
and the author’s participant observation since 2016, this paper describes the Workmen's Circle
online program and its effects on the Yiddish class in Japan. This borderless learning activity

would strengthen and broaden the speakers’ community and train teachers all over the world.
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