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Contingency, Oneness, and Finiteness :

LE 11

Note on Roland Barthes “La mort de l'auteur” “De lI'oeuvre au

texte”

Hiroyuki CHIDA

Roland Barthes “La mort de l'auteur” “De l'oeuvre au texte” is often read as a theory that
breaks down the concept of text, but if you look at it from a different perspective, you can see
that it is an essay inscribed with the problems of contingency and oneness inherent in the act
of writing/reading, and the finiteness of human life itself that it points to. This is also true of
Barthes records of his stay in Japan “L’'EMPIRE DES SIGNES”. These three essays on the
uninterpretable nature of text are extremely radical in the sense that they force a violent change

in our consciousness, which lives only by producing stories.
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