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"An Auspicious Day in Autumn":
Ibuse Masuji and the Language of Exile

NOZAKI Kan

Although travelling little abroad, Ibuse Masuji (1898-1993) often shows foreign characters
in his texts. They are mostly exiles who found refuge in Japan. The Japanese too are sometimes
destined to expatriate themselves, like the shipwrecked fishers in the Edo period: Ibuse has
always a keen interest in them.

This article focuses on Russian factors in Ibuse's work. On the one hand, Russian emigres
are privileged characters. The writer develops through them the themes of loneliness,
wandering and acculturation. On the other hand, he relates in several novels the drift of
Japanese immigrants reaching Russia. The Twelve beeches (1952) deserve special attention: it
tells a curious adventure of a young Japanese bound to be naturalized in Russia, on the eve
of the Russo-Japanese war. The novel reflects Ibuse's strong penchant for Russian literature,
which inspired him from the beginning.

The example of Ibuse allows us to understand that migratory dynamics can play a vital role,

even in a seemingly domestic writer.

424 | RN ERMEERSE 2020



