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Pottery of the Early Qin Culture

[1JIMA Taketsugu

(Toyo Bunko & Komazawa University, Japan)

In the last few years, the author has collected the research materials for Qin culture through
sketching them and taking photographs of the pottery of this period. In this report, the author will
introduce early Qin pottery related to the founding period of the Qin state. Most of the pottery
described was found to be burial goods unearthed from tombs. Fig.7-1 and 7-2 are two such clay
square pots( J7 @& ) unearthed from the tombs in the Yuandingshan site, which are presumed to belong
to the early stage of the Spring and Autumn period. Fig.7-3 and 7-4 show two clay granaries( & )
unearthed from the tombs in the Xishan site, which also are presumed to belong to the early stage of
the Spring and Autumn period. The styles of these clay square pots and granaries are extremely old and
belong to the period from the late years of Duke Xiang and Duke Wen to the early years of Duke Ning
(Duke Xian). These are older than the pottery from the Fulinbao and Xigaoquan sites below. Fig.8
contains burial pottery unearthed from six tombs in the Fulinbao site. These include a steamer( J§k ),
tripod cauldron( ! ), square pot( /5 %% ), wide-mouthed container ( J& [ ## ), bowl( & ), tripod
kettle( & ), covered bowl on a long stem( & 25 50 ), tray( % ), container ( # ), bowl with spout( [ ),
and round curved dish( #% ). The Fulinbao site is considered to belong to the period from Duke Wen
to Duke Ning and Duke Wu. Fig.9 shows burial pottery unearthed from the Spring and Autumn period
tomb of the Xigaoquan site, located on the east side of Yangjiagou, Baoji county. As it was generally
considered that Duke Ning transferred the capital of Qin state to Pingyang near Yangjiacun and
Xigaoquancun village in 714 B.C., the burial pottery in Fig.9 is considered to be from the period of

Duke Ning and Duke Wu.
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