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Beginning of Production of Bronze Vessels in the Qin State

SUZUKI Mai
(The University of Tokyo, Japan)

It is well known that each country in the Spring and Autumn period inherited the Zhou ritual
systems, including bronze ware rituals. In recent years, within the area of Qin State, numerous tombs
with many bronze wares have been discovered one after another, e.g. Yuanshanding site and the
Cemetery of Duke of Qin State at Dabaozi Mount in Lixian County, Gansu Province. However, the
production of Qin bronzes has not been sufficiently examined at present.

In this report, to clarify the beginning of bronze ware production of the Qin State, the authors
focused on bronze ware unearthed from the Dabaozi Mount site, which is said to be the Cemetery of
Duke of Qin State, and examined the date of the production and casting technique.

As a result, the following two points were clarified. First, based on the typological
investigation, these bronze wares were produced the early stage of Spring and Autumn period, which
was slightly after the last stage of the Western Zhou period. In addition, it can be further subdivided
into two groups based on the differences in the form and casting technology of Ding i+ and Gui &
themselves and their patterns. Second, two different inscriptions cast on each bronze groups, so that,
the bronzes of one group cast the inscription “& , A/E& (M) X” (= Group A) and the bronzes
of another group cast the inscription “Z€ 5 2A/EE () X” (=Group B). Also, the casting techniques
of Group A are close to those of the Western Zhou, and the shapes of the character of inscriptions
cast on each bronze ware are very similar in Group A. Meanwhile, in Group B, simplification and
immaturity in the casting technology were observed, and the shape of the characters also differed
between individuals. There seems to be differences in the organization of casting the inscription
between Group A and B.

Considering the social conditions in the late Western Zhou to the beginning of the spring and
autumn period, it is inferred that Group A was a group of instruments that was produced by casting
craftsman who escaped to Qin State from the bronze foundry of Zhou Dynasty during the social
turmoil at that time; on the other hand, Group B was produced by craftsman in the Qin period one
generation later. The Dabaozi Mount bronze ware group represents an example of the movement of the
bronze craftsman from the end of the Western Zhou period to the early Spring and Autumn period and

can be regarded as an example of the beginning of bronze ware production in those periods.
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