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SMEREE S

Rethinking the Formation of Secularization Theories:

Its Context and Reception

Hiroki TANAKA

The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the intellectual contexts of secularization theories
and their academic reception in France, the United Kingdom, and the United States. From the late
1960s to the 1970s, secularization established a "paradigm" in the sociology of religion. With this
concept, sociologists of religion accounted for a decline in the social significance of religious
institutions and an expansion of the deinstitutionalized form of believing. However, it was not in these
phenomena alone that traces of secularization were empirically observable in explaining the
establishment of the “paradigm” in the sociology of religion. Thus, this paper shows that there were
also double concerns inequitably shared in the three nations in establishing the paradigm. The first
chapter will explain the contribution of this paper to religious studies in Japan and present necessary
pioneering research conducted by western sociologists. The second and third chapters will show that
the theories of secularization were consistent with the academic concern of young researchers aiming
at reconstructing the sociology of religion and the religious concern of liberal Protestants seeking the
adaptation of Christianity to secular society. Further analysis will reveal the national variations of the
academic reception of the theories in France, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Although
the "sociology of religion" is internationally recognized as an academic discipline firmly established
in the 20th century, these three countries maintained their own "national traditions" of engaging in

such a discipline.
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