Working Paper Series in
United Nations University Project “Reinforcing Societal Resilience
by Promoting Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)”

Education for Sustainable Development and
Transformative Learning in the VUCA Era:
Learning from Popular Education and Social Pedagogy in

Sweden

Kanako N. Kusanagi (The University of Tokyo)
Yaka Matsuda (Kochi University)

Masahisa Sato (Tokyo City University)

July, 2020

No. 1

RERXRFZXRFRBBFAREMEZRBESEL - SIRRAEE 22—
Center for Advanced School Education and Evidence-Based Research
Graduate School of Education
The University of Tokyo



Working Paper Series in United Nations University Project “Reinforcing Societal Resilience by Promoting Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD)”

No. 1. July, 2020

Center for Advanced School Education and Evidence-Based Research, Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo

VUCAHRICBIT2SIMEERZIES ESD 7 7 A —7F

2% x—F Y DRFHE LA RNFBOBOITIZES >

FHERT RERRS)
IRHIRE (RAIR)
PEREEA CRAEEITTRS)

Education for Sustainable Development and Transformative Learning in the VUCA FEra:

Learning from Popular Education and Social Pedagogy in Sweden

Kanako N. Kusanagi
The University of Tokyo

Yaka Matsuda
Kochi University

Masahisa Sato

Tokyo City University

Authors’ Note

Kanako N. Kusanagi is an Assistant Professor at the Center for Advanced School Education and Evidence-based Research
(CASEER), Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo

Yaka Matsuda is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Education, Kochi University

Masahisa Sato is a Professor at Graduate School of Environmental and Information Studies, Tokyo City University

This working paper is supported by United Nations University Project: Strengthening Social Resilience through Education
for Sustainable Development — Development of Indicators and Mechanism or Monitoring and Evaluation Project (Grant
for Global Sustainability (GGS) and the Grants-in-Aid for Challenging Research (Exploratory) (JKAKENHI No.
17K18612: Comparative Study on Innovation of “Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)” between Japan and

Sweden Project) .



Working Paper Series in United Nations University Project “Reinforcing Societal Resilience by Promoting Education for
Sustainable Development (ESD)”

No. 1. July, 2020

Center for Advanced School Education and Evidence-Based Research, Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo

Abstract

This paper reviews the cases of popular education in Sweden and explores them as an ESD approach in the VUCA
(volatility, uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity) society. The implementation of ESD in Sweden is linked to its historic
commitment to build a participative, democratic, and sustainable society. One characteristic of ESD implementation in
Sweden is its long-term engagement to environmental education and participative democracy. This study introduces the
cases of folk high school and study circles in Stockholm and examines its educational approach. Their practice shows that
learning in this popular education is closely linked to social participation and problem-solving needed in ESD. Not only
are learners expected to transform themselves, but they are also expected to transform society by participating in problem-
solving in societies. The popular education in Sweden sheds insight into the practice of Japanese ESD, which tends to
emphasize formal education and weaker link to social participation. In the VUCA society, the more flexible, participative,

lifelong, and transformative learning approach is vital in ESD.
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