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Japan’s Comprehensive Security policy and
“Japan-Korea Security-economic Cooperation”:
The Linkage between Security and Economic Cooperation

YUN Leena

This study analyzes the decision of Japanese government to settle its economic cooperation matter
with South Korea in 1983. The Japanese government proceeded with discussion despite South Korea’s
request to link to security. On the other hand, it is noteworthy that considerations over on “Comprehensive
security” were taking place within the Japanese government at the same time.

The research focuses on the following two facts. First, the Korean government attempted to expand
the scope of Japan-Korea cooperation from economic areas to security areas as well. Second, the Japanese
government sought to expand the concept of security which had been limited to the military areas to eco-
nomic areas. Consequently, it is possible to hypothesize that these two aspects may have affected the
“Japan-Korea security-economic cooperation” negotiation.

By simultaneously examining the policymaking process of “Comprehensive security” and the nego-
tiation process between Japan and Korea, this study clarifies the relationship between security and economic
cooperation and analyzes how it affected the Japan-Korea negotiations.

The negotiation did not go smoothly at first. The Korean side persisted to “linkage between security
and economic cooperation” and the Japanese side persisted to the “separation between security and economic
cooperation”. It can be said that the dilemma of the Japanese government through this negotiation was
whether both the security in a narrow sense and in a broad sense can coexist within the big framework of

“Comprehensive security”.
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