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English Abstract

Comparative Study on the Existing Chinese Imperial Documents of the Ming-Qing Dynasties in Japan and
Taiwan

This work is a product of the research project “The Comparative Study on the Existing Chinese Archives of the
Ming-Qing Dynasties in the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo” during FY2019-FY2020, as part of the
General Collaboration Project of the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo.

The Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo holds several Chinese official documents of the Ming-
Qing dynasties such as Chiming ( & @5 ), Ziwen ( & 3X ), Zhafu ( & {4 ), and documents related to them. While many
of them are so-called ‘diplomatic’ documents brought to Japan or Ryukyu through diplomatic channels, a few are non-
diplomatic documents imported to Japan as antiques or antiquities. Both types of documents are valuable historical materials
for understanding East Asian international relations in the medieval and early-modern periods as well as useful sources
specifically for examining the traditional value of Chinese official documents in Japanese pre-modern society.

Regarding these documents, some basic examination of the original materials has already been done to some extent.
However, research on the administrative systems involved in their forms, styles, and making and issuing processes, as well
as comparative investigations between similar archives actually issued in the Ming-Qing Dynasties, especially in their
‘domestic’ administration, has still not been sufficiently undertaken. How might the ‘diplomatic’ documents issued to Japan
or Ryukyu share similarities with, or differ from, the ‘domestic’ documents in Ming-Qing China? What might have been the
‘true’ or original forms of the Chinese documents which were treated as ‘antiques or antiquities’ in Japanese society?

Based on these questions and interests, our research project started to understand official regulations of the
Ming-Qing Dynasties, mainly from the Collected Regulations of the Great Ming and Great Qing (Da-Ming and Da-Qing
Huidian), regarding the forms, styles, and making and issuing processes of the documents in the Historiographical Institute.
Then, we carried out analysis comparing the regulations with the documents. On that basis, we visited Taipei in Taiwan,
selected similar or related documents from the Archives of the Grand Secretariat ( FJE KEHEZE ) housed at the Institute
of History and Philology of the Academia Sinica as well as the Ming-Qing calligraphy collection housed at the He Chuang-
shi Calligraphy Foundation ( {a] Bl Ff Z ;5 & fif £ £ & ), and conducted comparative analyses. Through this analysis, we
made clear the paleographical position of the documents in the Historiographical Institute from the viewpoint of both
official regulations and their actual condition in order to turn them into academic resources as historical materials that can be
sharable throughout East Asia.

The members of this research project
Principal Researcher
WATANABE Miki ( jE38 &2 ), Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the University of Tokyo
Co-Researcher
ARAKI Kazunori ( Ft K #1%F ), Research Department, National Museum of Japanese History
TSUIJI Yamato( it X#0 ), Institute of Urban Innovation, Yokohama National University
In-house Co-Researcher
KUROSHIMA Satoru ( 28 %5 ), The Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo
OKAMOTO Makoto ( [lA& & ), The Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo
SUDA Makiko ( ZEH 42F ), The Historiographical Institute, the University of Tokyo
Foreign Research Collaborator
LIM Gyung-june ( #& BE{£ ), Academy of Cultural Studies, Dongguk University, Korea
LIU Xu-feng ( £ 48 ), Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica, Taiwan
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