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This paper analyzes the social and political dynamics of the gaming industry
on Indigenous reserves in Canada in comparison with the growing casino business
on the tribal reservations in the United States. Building on the existing literature
on Indian casinos mainly in the context of the US cases, this paper articulates the
intersection of the economic impacts of gaming business on the First Nation reserves
and the settler-settler colonial history and geography in North America.

Because of the isolation and geographical remoteness of Canadian Indigenous
communities, they have faced serious issues in terms of attracting visitors and
bringing profits. That said, I would argue that the casino industry has still created
the economic opportunities, accomplishing the recovery of Indigenous cultural
identities and prides. While there is an argument that casino business contradicts with
the Indigenous traditions, the communities have explored the possibilities of their
economic and cultural survival.

I have utilized local newspaper articles, First Nations’ websites, ethnographic
fieldnotes and interviews in addition to various secondary sources in the fields of
history, sociology, law, and geography.
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6 “Aboriginal Peoples in Canada: Key Results from the 2016 Census,” Statistics Canada, last modified
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2 The Canadian Gaming Association, The National Economic Benefits of the Canadian Gaming

Industry Key Findings Report,accessed July 6, 2020,
http://canadiangaming.ca/wp-content/uploads/CGA_KeyFindings_document D.pdf.

39 yale D. Belanger, Robert J. Williams, and Jennifer N. Arthur, “Casinos and Economic Well-Bing:
Evaluating the Alberta First Nations * Experience,” The Journal of Gambling Business and Economics 5, no
1(2011): 23-46.

30 “Comparison of USA and Canadian Tribal Casinos,” Old Camp Casino, accessed February 6, 2021,

http://oldcampcasino.com/usa-canada-tribal-casinos-compared.html.
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2) « Gambling Law in Canada,” Gambling Site Org, accessed August 30, 2020, https://www.
gamblingsites.org/laws/canada/.

. “Gateway Casinos & Entertainment Opens Doors at the New, Spectacular Grand Villa Edmonton
in ICE District,” Gateway Casinos & Entertainment Limited, accessed August 29, 2020, http:/www.
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edmonton-in-ice-district/.
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34 “Straight Casino,” West Edmonton Mall, accessed August 25, 2020, https://www.wem.ca/directory/

stores/starlight-casino.
%) Kim Tallbear, interviewed by author, Edmonton, September 10, 2019.
36) «population Size and Growth in Canada: Key Results from the 2016 Census,” last modified February

8, 2017, https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/170208/dq170208a-eng.htm.
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37 Belanger, Williams, and Arthur, “Casinos and Economic Well-Bing,” 28; Creezon Lamsees, “The
Current State of Indian Gaming in Alberta: Are First Nations Subsidizing the Province?” Yellowhead
Institute, last modified, May 22, 2019, https://yellowheadinstitute.org/2019/05/22/current-state-of-indian-
gaming-in-alberta/#; Robert J. Williams, Yale D. Belanger, and Jennifer N. Arthur, Gambling in Alberta:
History, Current Status and Socioeconomic Impacts, Alberta Gaming Research Institute, University of
Calgary, April 28, 2018, accessed February 7, 2021, https:/prism.ucalgary.ca/bitstream/handle/1880/48495/
SEIGA%20FINAL%20REPORT-Apr2.pdf;jsessionid=73975SECIC7C1C67BCE3D08703 A3E5595?sequen
ce=3.

. Belanger, “ First Nations Gaming in Canada,” 176; Solange Jacobs Randolph, “O Canada,” Global
Gaming Magazine, May 28, 2019, last modified, May 22, 2019, https://ggbmagazine.com/article/o-canada/.

39 Belanger, Williams, and Arthur, “Casinos and Economic Well-Bing,”40 .
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40 “Enoch Cree Nation #440 — Connectivity Profile,” Government of Canada, last modified February 6,

2013, https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1357840941636/1360158465028.

4D Shari Narine, ‘River Cree Casino Fully Enoch-owned Thanks to Cross-border Bond Sales,” Alberta
Sweetgrass 21(3), 2014, accessed August 24, 2020, https://www.ammsa.com/publications/alberta-
sweetgrass/river-cree-casino-fully-enoch-owned-thanks-cross-border-bond-sales.

42 “Excitement? Bet on it!” River Cree Resort & Casino, accessed August 29, 2020, https://www.
rivercreeresort.com.

4) “Stay With Us,” River Cree Resort & Casino, accessed August 29, 2020, https://www.rivercreeresort.
com/stay.

4 «$26 Million in Lost Revenues at Enoch’s River Cree Casino over three-month COVID Closure,’
Sharine Narine, CFWE Radio, June 15, 2020, http://www.cfweradio.ca/news/alberta-news/26-million-in-

s

lost-revenues-at-enochs-river-cree-casino-over-three-month-covid-closure/.
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45 “Indigenous Owned Casino Closures Costing millions,” Darrell Stranger, APTN News, May 20, 2020,
https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/indigenous-owned-casino-closures-costing-millions/.
46) Anonymous, interviewed by author, Edmonton, July 12, 2019.
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40 Anonymous, interviewed by author, Edmonton, July 7, 2019.

48) Anonymous, interviewed by author, Edmonton, October 29, 2019.

) Anonymous, interviewed by author, Edmonton, August 2, 2019.

50 «Alexis Nakota Sioux Nation Connectivity Profile,” Government of Canada, February 6, 2013, https://
www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1357840941623/1360158373841.

51 “Gaming,” Eagle River Casino & Resort, accessed August 29, 2020,

https://eaglerivercasino.ca/gaming/.

520 “Edmonton Eagle River Casino Seeks Bankruptcy Protection,” Charles Rusnell and Jennie Rusnell,
CBC News, January 24, 2014, accessed August 29, 2020, https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/eagle-

river-casino-seeks-bankruptcy-protection-1.2509921.
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for Future,” Whitecourt Star, February 12, 2015, accessed August 29, 2020,
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54 Anonymous, interviewed by author, Edmonton, August 2, 2019.
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