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Abstract
Chinese has what is known as the inverted causative construction, in which the order of the agent and the
patient argument is reversed from that of unmarked constructions. What makes it a causative construction,
however, has not been fully investigated. This article is primarily concerned with a subtype of this
construction, in which “— B (covered in sweat) represents the caused event. I have found that the vast
majority of real-life examples of this subtype, which do not have overt subjects, serve to focus on the caused
event and to portray the agent as being adversely affected by his or her own action. Naturally occurring
instances that do have overt subjects, though much smaller in number, are either predicational sentences

that attribute properties to the subject or sentences that describe extraordinary events.
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