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Distribution of Accent Systems in Kaga City

MATSUKURA Kohei

Keywords: accent, tone-segment interaction, Kaga type, Kaga dialect

Abstract

The author has conducted fieldwork in 14 villages in Kaga City and found out that the dialects
in the southern part of the city (the former Yamanaka Town) have accent systems that differ from
those previously reported in the northern part of the city (the former Kaga City) in both synchronic
and diachronic aspects. For instance, some southern dialects have characteristics that northern
dialects do not have, such that the segmental features (e.g., vowel height) do not play a role in
determining the location of the accent, or that three-mora consonant-stem verbs of tone class 2 (e.g.,
sanaru ‘go down’) correspond to the unaccented pattern. In this paper, the author reports the outline
of each accent system found in Kaga City, and shows that several cross-dialectally rare phenomena
can be observed in some dialects, such as the interaction between accent and voicedness of
consonants (that is to say, voiceless consonants attract accent), and the neutralization of the contrast

between the final and the penultimate accent when no particle is attached.
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