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Areal Dynamics of Former Tokyo City/Tokyo Metropolitan Districts during
and around World War II:
Focusing on the Original Tables of the 1940 and 1947 Population Censuses

KAJITA Shin
(Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the University of Tokyo)

The purpose of this paper is to summarize the Japanese population censuses and equivalent
statistics (population surveys) during and around World War II and to make a tentative analysis of the
original tables of these censuses, which had been secretly maintained as insider information under the
wartime regime for a long time and underutilized because of limited disclosure about them. A case
study was conducted in former Tokyo city/Tokyo metropolitan districts. The most important reason
for selecting this location was that, according to these statistics, this area had the greatest number of
tabulations summated on subprefectural scales. Using these tables and statistics, we can arrive at a much

clearer illustration of the uneven geographical effects of and the damage caused by wartime regimes.

Key words: World War II, population census, original tables of 1940 and 1947 population census, former

Tokyo city/Tokyo metropolitan districts
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