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Abstract

Previous study has often focused on the development of the “actor” and has paid less attention to the development of
the “recipient”. However, examining how recipients evaluate is essential to understanding the development of
prosociality. In this study, we investigated the task of using puppets to present visual stimulus to 3-year-old and 5-year-
old children, and rated the skill, prosociality, selectivity and effort of each actor with different frequency of helping. The
hypothesis of this study is that 5-year-olds will evaluate the actor who helped 3-time more prosocially than the actor who
helped 1-time compared to 3-year-olds. The results of the analysis showed that there was no age difference in the
prosociality question, and the hypothesis was not supported. In the effort question, 5-year-olds tended to choose the 3-
time helper more often than the 1-time helper compared to 3-year-olds. Thus, this study demonstrated 5-year-olds

attributed more times of assistance to the evaluation of others’ effort than did 3-year-olds.
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