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Abstract

In this paper, the conceptualization of gender identity in the psychological research on gender development is
reviewed. As a result, in many studies, gender identity is conceptualized as developing in a manner that corresponds
directly with biological sex, such that boys develop male identities and girls develop female identities. However, in
recent years, this conventional model has been under criticisms and reconsideration. Critiques are such that using this
model, the complexity and fluidity of gender identity cannot be captured (e.g. Deaux and Stewart, 2004); as in
conventional model, gender identity is viewed as self-awareness of biological sex, a developmental process has been
assumed in which gender identity emerges early and reaches its endpoint in childhood (Kohlberg, 1966), accordingly,
examinations of the development of gender identity have been biased toward early childhood and childhood, and have
not taken into account adolescence and middle age (Cleman et al., 2011); the conventional model cannot capture
transgender people’s experiences and development of gender identity. These trends are summarized and future

directions for researchers are presented at the end of paper.
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