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Jurchen Pirates, Koreo and Japan : 1019 AD

by MURAI Shosuke

In 1019, pirates of Jurchen origin launched attacks on the east coast of the Korean
peninsula and northern regions of the Japanese island of Kyushu, killing, pillaging and
burning. The major source material in the study of these incidents is the diary entitled
the Shoyuki, written by the Japanese aristocrat Fujiwara-no-Sanesuke BEREE . It is
recorded in the diary that Sanesuke, who held the high bureaucratic position of
Dainagon X#iE, learned of the Jurchen pirates through his close personal relationship
with Fujiwara-no-Takaie BEF&ZR, the highest ranking officer in the Kyushu region
(Dazai Gon-no-Sochi AZEHEHT) . What is extremely rare about the information provided
us by the Shoyuki is the providential preservation of copies of two diplomatics, on the
back of which the diary was written, containing eyewitness accounts of people who
survived the Jurchen onslaught. These sources not only provide us with a very rare
opportunity to hear from informants who actually experienced an event, but also
discover the wariness and suspicion these inforants felt, in the place of awe and rever-
ence, towards the aristocrats to whom they told their stories. In addition, the Heian
period law forbidding travel into foreign seas, which is mentioned in these two diplo-
matics, is a reflection of a similar closed attitude of the period’s aristocrats concerning

how to view international affairs.



