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The "Toro Well Inscription"
SAKAYORI Masashi

One the 18th day of the 5th month, 714AD, Choehun #1%T, lord of Honglu of the
Tang Dynasty, had two wells dug in the OgonZ4Mountains of Lushun, and to
commemorate this work an inscription originally bearing 29 characters was
constructed. This all happened on the return of Po'hai's King Dazuorong KifE
from paying tribute to the Tang Dynasty.

This inscription, which is known as the "Koro Well Inscription" (Korosei-hi #5/l&
HHH4) was presented to the Emperor of Japan in April 1908 by the Navy as one of
the prizes from its victory in the Russo-Japanese War and was placed in the
Imperial Palace's Fukiage Garden. At that time. the documentation related to the
inscription, then referred to as the Tohitei E#%%, was sent to the captain of the
imperial guard Okazawa Sei [ {Rf%. These documents were discovered by the
author of this article, who utilizes them for the first time to reconsider the historical
implications of the inscription.

The documents consist of a memorandum on the inscription (Tohitei-no-Ki FEF#f=E
D FL) written by minister of the Navy Saito Minoru7y i 52, survey materials
collected by administrators at the Lushun Naval Station, including a rough map
entitled Tohi Ryakuzu FEIKIX]), five copies of the inscription's text, including later
additions made to Choehun's text, with Japanese translations, and an evaluation of
the inscription written by Naito Torajiro (Konan) PIFEFERER (M) .

Through the author's investigation of these documents, it is possible identify the
location and physical layout where the inscription was placed in Lushun and also
learn about the circumstances surrounding Japan's first research efforts into the
history of Po'hai. Furthermore, the author reconsiders Tang-Po'hai international
relations at the time of the monument's construction, showing that the newly
enthroned Thang Emperor Xuanzong %{&had entrusted Po'hai with the task of
keeping the Xi % in check, since they were close allies of the then "scourge of the
north," the Tujue ZZJk.



