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Christianity in Korea : Its Adoption and Diffusion

HIDEMURA Kenji

It is a well-known fact that within East Asia Korean Society has most
enthusiastically adopted the precepts of Christianity. The adoption of Christianity
by non-European societies has been characterized generally within a scenario of
religious belief introduced along with European culture and colonialism. However,
in the Korea the colonial element was missing due to rule by a non-Christian
colonizer, Japan, therefore adding to religious belief and European culture the
factors of anti-Japanese resistance and nationalism.

The characteristic features of Korean Christianity are of course its enthusiatic
introduction of the religion, in addition to the conversion of the country's elite in the
name of modernization, its anti-colonial, anti-Japanese character, and an explosive
popularity in the midst of urbanization and industrialization during the era of rapid
ecocomic growth from the 1960s, followed by a dropping off in the number of
converts during the 1990s.

In light of such historical trends, Korean Christians began to be more active in
propagating the faith overseas among non-Christian peoples during the 1990s, as
opposed to international evangelism aimed primary at overseas Koreans during the
previous decade.
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