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The Pyongyang Rebellion of 1898
HAYASHI Yusuke

The civil rebellion that broke out in Pyongyang during March 1898 were caused by
rapid inflation in grain prices due to exporting by Japan, and the targets of the rebels
were Japanese merchants, as opposed to Korean grain traders and local officials who
were targeted in similar disturbances in other regions. Furthermore. many people
perceived Japan as a threat to their livelihood and decided to go directly to the source
to root it out, possibly marking the first movement of its kind in Korean history. The
rebel were led at the beginning by an intellectual named Zs:§4f evolved in the form of
demanding that Japanese merchants cease taking grain out of the country, but soon
things got out of hand as the peaceful protests desired by the rebellion leaders turned
violent, and groups appeared attempting to stop exporting by force. These groups,
which were not affiliated with Z5#i4H’s movement, were grain brokers at the lowest
rungs of society, who believed that unless the Japan was brought to its knees by force,
they would not be able to earn a livelihood. It was this social stratum that at the last
stages of the rebellion formed the volunteer army in the anti-Japanese resistance
movement, and thus paved the way for the genuine development of Korean
nationalism. However, the reason why they were able to understand the structure of by
which Japan was threatening their livelihood was because their education experience
during their compromise alliance with Z=#EH]’s movement. Intellectuals like Z5F4H,
who later became involved in the selfimprovement through education movement, were
not able during that movement form alliances with the lowest strata of society due to
differing ideas about how to deal with the Japanese; however, during it had been
possible during the Pyongyang Rebellion, meaning that one characteristic of the
Rebellion was the formation of a watershed of sorts that would divide the two in the
future.



