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Song Si-yeol’s Neo-Confucianism
A Comprehensive Collection of the Academic Schools in the Korean
Dynasty in the Early and Middle Period

KAWAHARA Hideki

In the year Seonjo 25 of the Korea dynasty (1592), Hideyoshi Toyotomi invaded
Korea with his large army. This war is called Woluan ({&#il). During the Injo period,
the Later Jin (Qing) dynasty invaded Korea twice with his army. This war is called
Huluan (#H#%L). Both wars caused unprecedented damage and the Korean (Joseon)
society underwent significant change. The land was devastated and government
finances were strained.

Song Si-yeol is a politician and neo-Confucist representing the era after the
Woluan and Huluan wars. Faced with an unprecedented national crisis in the later
period of the Korean dynasty, Song aimed to overcome the crisis through political
Confucianism, in other words, he attempted to unify ideology solely under Neo-
Confucianism. He was a scholar who diligently studied Neo-Confucianism to achieve
his political-academic ideal.

Song Si-yeol’s research on Neo-Confucianism is largely divided into (1) exegetics
and (2) philosophy (i and Qi theory). What distinguishes his exegetics was his
emphasis on Yi-Hwang. As “Jeoljak Tongpyeon” (HilfJ:#ifii) is a combination of
“Jujaseo Jeolyo” (RTHHE) and “Jumun Jakhai” (CRXEHE), “Juja Daejeon Cha-
eui” (RTK4%I%E) is a supplement book to “Jujaseo Jeolyo Giui” (2R F-E i E il ke),
and “Simgyeong Buju Seogui” (:LEMHIERUEE) is a supplement book to “Simgyeong
Jirui” (OFREERE), this clearly reveals his inclination to Yi-Hwang. On the other
hand, with regards to Li and Q1, Song Si-yeol believed Yi-I's academics were higher
than Yi-Hwang’s, and highly praised him. At the same time, through the eclectic
method, Song Si-yeol fused and resolved the theoretical conflict with Yi-Hwang’s
theory which contradicted with the universal proposition, and maintained
theoretical consistency of the Neo-Confucianism.

On the whole, Song Si-yeol envisioned an academic genealogy from Chong Mong-
Chu-Kim Koeing-p’il to Cho Gang Jo to Yi-Hwang to Yi-I, and attempted to create a
comprehensive collection of Korean academic schools that would integrate all past
academic schools including Yi-Hwang’s and Yi-I's schools of thought. Although the
Yeongnam school would never accept the academic integration of Yi-Hwang to Yi-I,
they cannot, at the very least, deny the fact that Song Si-yeol attempted to compile
all schools of thought prior to Namin scholars. Regardless, as Song Si-yeol’s
academic grandeur was unprecedented, the importance of his accomplishments in
the 17th century Korean academic field must be acknowledged.
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