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Lee Kwang-su and his “translation”
A Study of “7A 52|45 (1913)

HATANO Setsuko

Up to now, study of “7 & 2]’d%"has not proceeded since the source texts are not
known. In this paper, the original text of 75 2] ” (published by Sinmungwan,
February 1913) translated by Lee Kwang-su (Z5)%¥£) were determined and then
compared with the translated works. Based on the results of this comparison early
works by Lee Kwang-su leading to “/%1#%” were once again highlighted in terms of
“translation”. In Chapter 1, Lee’s early works written prior to Japan’s annexation
of the Korean Peninsula are considered. In Chapter 2, “75 242" is analyzed. In
Chapter 3, Lee’s creative activities are traced from the publication of “7 % 2]
= "until his writing of “4#%”, bringing the period of his wandering journey in the
continent into view.

During his early writings in Japanese and Korean at Meiji Gakuin, Lee
“translated” films and wrote “[ilj&” and “o] & 44", This “translation” work must
have aided Lee, who was isolated from his mother language, to improve his
expression in Korean. After graduation, Lee worked as a teacher at Osan School
and acquired writing skills and novel composition skills by writing “7 -5 2] =%,
using Kosen Sakai’s “/= 1% OFE” L)) an abridged Japanese translation of
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin”, and Reisen Momoshima’s “QUt b 27 (A B% ) as source
texts. Later, he set out on a wandering journey across the Asian continent. While
staying in Chita, Russia, he wrote a nursery tale, using “E[HA& 5" of “Bil Hil”
written by Park Ji-won (ML) as a source text. Upon returning home, he wrote a
prose poem entitled “FF4:1z”, based on the nursery tale. Later, this poem developed
into the full-length “F#4:fz”. Lee engaged in translation after his return from
Shanghai, indicating that he continued to learn languages and made every effort to
enhance his expressive ability.

When writing this paper, the author could notice Lee’s deep seated attachment to
the mixed style of writing Hangul with Chinese characters. Based on this finding,

= oo h)

it is inferred that the notations used in the full-length “#{” were originally
written in the mixed style of Hangul with Chinese characters, and revised in

Hangul right before serialization in “4g: H HI .



