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P ERIBOHE D JAZ. & 82 B

Establishment and Development of the Min Clan Government

KASUYA Kenichi

This paper identifies the political power structure of the Min clan government
which was established in 1873 and continued until 1894, and briefly considers its
government policies.

First, the time period of the Min Clan government is divided into two parts, and
by including the preceding Daewon-gun government, these three periods were
considered. According to analysis of the political structure of higher officials of the
central government by faction and surname, political power of No Ron-pa CEiiiK)
and his Yeoheung Min clan (42 X)) gradually increased.

Second, after considering the history and genealogy of the Min clan, the range of
political power and control by the Min clan could be identified as follows:
Descendants (Sam Bang Branch (=JZ7k)) of three brothers, namely Min Si-jung (F
%), Min Jeong-jung (F4LHE), and Min Yu-jung (B#tHE) were central to the
family. Furthermore, the family was a coalition of families which were
complemented by descendants of the brothers of Min Yeo-geon (Hikfd), great-
grandfather of the three brothers.

Third, also by considering the history and genealogy of the Yeo Heung Min clan
(B ELE] IT), factors contributing to gaining of political power by the Sam Bang-pa (=
FEiR) of Yeo Heung Min clan (5EELEHIC) could be identified. (1) For two successive
generations, Nam Yeo-gun (FF#£#) and Heungseon-gun (Daewon-gun) (H'EH (K
Fe#)) became maternal relatives of the royal family. This favorable condition was
conducive to becoming a maternal relative of Gojong (757%), son of Heungseon-gun
(BLE ). (2) Political influence of No Ron-pa (&7iiJk) of the Yeo Heung Min clan (%
LR EC) recovered and expanded during the rulership of the Daewong-gun (KFEH)
government.

Fourth, changes in the central organization of the government were considered
based on analysis of the composition of top-ranking government officials. It should
be noted that the Sam Bang-pa (Z k) united around central figures (Sedo (1))
of the government (which constantly shifted) to retain political power.

Fifth, as a first step to further full-scale consideration of the political policies of
the Min Clan government, some issues were raised concerning the open-door policy
and the diplomatic policy. In particular, concerning the open-door policy, it was
pointed out that appropriate evaluation must be made concerning two factors which
made possible the conversion to the open-door policy: (1) Central figures in the
conversion to the policy were Gojong (F5%) and the top-ranking officials of the Min
Clan government, (2) The Min Clan government suppressed the influence of the
Daewong-gun-pa (KFE# k) which opposed the open-country policy and the open-
door policy.





