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Academic background of Songho IIk (1)
—— Family lineage, lifetime and literary works ——

KIM Kwangrae

Songho IIk 2iflZ5# (1681-1763), a famous scholar representative of the later
Choson dynasty, is considered himself to be a member of Kiin-gi Nam-in JT28/# A
sect which followed the school of T'oegye IHwang iHi%4#% . Songho’s I clan of Yju
E&M greatly prospered as an influential faction from the Sonjo E#H period until the
Suktchong 5% period. After the fall of the Nam-in administration due to the Kyongsin
political changeover ¥ 1415 (1680), however, the influence of the clan began to
decline. Songho started to learn from his second eldest brother, IJam Z5i#% (1660-
1706), when he was about ten years old. But in 1706, IJam offended Suktchong by
severely criticizing Noron i , and was executed. Séngho gave up the examination
for government service to follow a Neo-confucian course, learning from his third
eldest brother, IS 2= (1662-1723) and his cousin IJin & (1654-1706).

In his study of classic Confucian writings, Songho strived to understand the study
achievements of ChuHsi %% and T'oegye as essential principles. Séngho did not
simply follow their teachings, but for things he couldn’t understand, he integrated
the wide range of knowledge he had gained through extensive learning, which
eventually led to his own understanding.

Most scholars of the day focused their ideologies on a single collection of works.
Songho, however, devoted himself, not only to the writings of Confucian classics, but
also to the study of other Non-confucian writings. In addition to a collection of works
totaling 58 volumes, he also left six or seven other writings. As indicated by the
number of references in his writing “SonghoSasél” 2 il 1% #i, the range of his
learning and memory was amazing.

In summary, as indicated in his entire writings, the range of Songho’s study
significantly covered a wide range including Confucian classics, Neo-confucianism,
T'oegye study, politics and economics, polymathy, liturgy, Korean classical
literature, as well as careful study aiming for further understanding. This feature
distinguishes Songho from all other scholars of his day. The many faces of Songho
identify him as the greatest Confucian classics, Neo-confucian, T'oegye, politics,
economics, and polymath scholar in Korean Confucianism history, and bears strong
testimony that his scholarship background has never been a simple and single
straight line.





