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Linguistic Norm and Recognition Rate in Modern Korean Language:
Focusing on “saisios”

TSUJINO Yuki

In modern Korean language, when two morphemes are joined together, the initial
lax sound of the latter element may change to a tensed sound. This phenomenon is
called “tensification of a compound word”. When the first element ends with vowel,
“s” 1s written as patchim (a letter of syllable-final consonants) of the terminal
syllable of the element. This “s” is called “saisios”. On the other hand, when the first
element ends with consonant, this “saisios” is not written, and “tensification of the
compound word” is not reflected at the character level.

Differences in generation, region, and individuals can be seen in the “tensification
of a compound word” and even native speakers often wonder whether “saisios”
should be written or not. Hence, 120 students attending universities in Seoul,
Korea, were surveyed focusing on whether “saisios” should be written in 126
compound words with assumed difficulty by an either-or choice questionnaire. The
following results were obtained.

First, even though writing “saisios” is regulated by linguistic norm to some
degree, whether or not “saisios” should be inserted in a specific word is determined
according to that individual word. Accuracy rate was variable for this reason.
Familiarity to a specific word is also considered to be a factor.

On the other hand, the general tendency is as follows. (1) For the word
compositions such as <one syllable + one syllable>, <one syllable + two syllables>,
and <one syllable + three syllables>, the accuracy rate is higher for the insertion of
“saisios”. (2) For the word compositions such as <two syllables + one syllable>, <two
syllables + two syllables>, <three syllables + one syllable>, and <three syllables +
two syllables>, the accuracy rate is higher for non-insertion of “saisios”. This
suggests that there is a higher awareness of the insertion of “saisios” for a single
syllable of the first element, and that it should not be inserted for multiple syllables.





