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You Zhikai of Qing and Korean Delegates
—Dispatch of delegates to the Qing dynasty——

CUI, Lanying

This paper focuses on the involvement of You Zhikai, a prefect of Yongping-fu,
with delegates from Korea to the Qing Dynasty during the late 1870’s to 1881.

You Zhikai was a local governor with extensive interaction with official
interpreters, government ministers, and the king of Korea. Korea formed
relationships with westernizing faction officials of Qing, such as Li Hongzhang
through You Zhikai, and dispatched a group of “delegates to the Qing dynasty” in
order to learn Qing’s weapon manufacturing technology. This paper clarifies the
existence of a bureaucratic relationship with Qing as a suzerain state, by verifying
the human network between Korea and Qing, when the arrangement to dispatch
“delegates to the Qing dynasty” was adopted. Analysis of the role of official
interpreters, which has not been considered in previous studies, is another
achievement of this paper.

You’s literary poetry, “Zang yuan shi chao”, published by Byun Wongyu, a former
Korean official interpreter, is considered in this paper for the first time. The
background of its publication and contents were analyzed, providing a glimpse of
some of the specific ways officials and delegates interacted with each other. Literary
works, including poems, were considered along with official records in order to
explain negotiations between Korea and the Qing dynasty regarding the dispatch of
delegates to the Qing dynasty from a different perspective.



