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Academic Background of Songho IIk (2)
——Double structure of belief in Taot’'ung and
the academic tradition of the family——

KIM Kwangrae

In search of the origin of the characteristics of Songho’s &ilfl philosophy, where
traditional elements and new free thinking coexist, this paper considers Songho’s
academic background in light of family lineage and the integral political faction
related to it.

Séngho’s academic history can be traced back first to T’oegye Ei% , then to Chutzu
2&£7T-. Songho personally considered his academic goals in line with a strong spiritual
awareness connected first to T’oegye, then to Chutzu, and finally to K'ungtzu {L1- .
According to Songho, T’oegye is the only person to inherit a proper learning system
of Chutzu’s learning in Choson ¥ fif . T'oegye’s learning was the most familiar
textbook, and the most reliable example which led to perfection of learning. Séngho
was not only strongly influenced by T'oegye, but considered it his mission to inherit
and spread T’oegye’s academic achievements and virtue. This is evident by his deep
involvement in the research for the collection of T'oegye’s works, and the compilation
of the list of T'oegy’s followers.

However, Songho’s reverence for T’oegye is not first inclination of his learning, but
also due to changes in the academic characteristics of his family as a result of the
death of his brother, IJam Z=# . As evident in his research results, along with his
strong belief in Taot'ung &% , Songho pondered over what he read in the writings
of Ch’engtzu #£T-, Chutzu and T'oegye’s writings. On the other hand, it is also
obvious that the characteristics of his learning differed from those of typical learners
of Chutzu of the day. This is indicated by his emphasis on ch’itii %t and chadik H
% in “Chilso %3 ”, a study aid of classic Confucian writings, by his academic
characteristics of wide knowledge as represented by “Sasdl £ 7, and by his keen
interest in governing and stabilizing society as confirmed in “Kwagurok ZE&#k”.
This indicates that even after academic characteristics of his family drastically
changed to neo-Confucianism, the academic tradition of Songho’s family remained
intact in Songho’s learning.

Songho’s inherited learning is characterized by chadik emphasized in
Confucianism, increase in knowledge by intellectual curiosity, and interest in
governing and stabilizing society. This was common among Sobuk /)t scholars who
had inherited the academic lineage of Hwadam SgGyongdok fE & 15 # £ .
“Chungwon’gangtii 5 #3% ” (Siksanjip ELILI4E), a record of questions and answers
by IManbu Z=# ¥ , IJam, and his brother IS5 Z5# , show that, prior to its change,
there was some distance between the learning of Songho’s family and neo-
Confucianism of Chutzu and T’oegye.

To summarize, factors such as “chadiik”, “pakhak f#2£” and “kyongse it ” seen
in the writings of Songho are academic characteristics common among Sobuk
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Namin. This kind of academic family tradition continued as the general stance for
learning after IS6 and Songho adopted a strict stance in neo-Confucianism. In other
words, this dual structure in academic background made it possible to have a strong

belief in Taot’'ung, and at the same, a progressive learning attitude such as ch’itii
and chadiik, without inconsistency in Séngho’s learning.



